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AYLES,
Mr. Coverley Mr, Raphael
Mr, Cross M1. Rodoreda
Mr, Doust Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Fox Mr, F. U, L. Smilh
Mr. Hawke Mr, Styauts
Mr., Hegnoy Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Lambert Mr. Troy
Mr. Lenhy Mr, Wilson
Mr, Marshall Mr. Wise
Mr. Mllington Miss Holman
Mr. Nulsen (Teller.)
NOES,
]h&r. I]:;oy]a Mr, Seward
r. Doney Mr.
Mr, McDonald Mr. %::;
Mr. McLarty Myr. Welsh
Mr. North Mr, ‘Willmott
Mr. Patrick Mrs. Cardell-Oliver
(Teller.,
A PAlRg,
EB, Noes.
Mr. Qollier Mr, Keenan
Mr. Willcgck Mr., Latham
Mr. Needham Mr. Warner
Mr. Panton Mr. Stobbs

Amendment thus passed.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.3 p.m.

Pegislative Council,
Thursday, 29th September, 1938.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—POLICE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Hon. L. CRAIG (without notice) asked
the Chicf Secretary: Will he give the House
an opportunity next week to diseuss Order
of the Day No. 10 (Police Act Amendment
Bill}.

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Pro-
vided that time is available, yes.
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QUESTION—YOUTH EMPLOYMENT.
Federal Grant.

Hon. A, THOMSOX asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Is the following statement,
whieh appeared in the “West Australian
on the 24th September, 1938, correct :—

Unemployed Youths:
Distribution of Federal Grant:

Canberra, September 23.—Details of the dis-
tribution of money made available by the Com-
monwealth Government for the technical train-
ing of unemployed youths in the various States
Jast year, and the extent to which this amount
totalling £200,000 was subgidised by State
Government grants, were given by the Prime
Afinister (Mr. Lyons) in the House of Repre-
sentatives to-day.

New South Wales received £79,000, Vietorig
£55,000, Queensland £25,000, South ' Australia
£19,000, Western Australia £14,000, and Tas-
mania £8,000. The New South Wales Govern-
ment, provided an additional £100,000, Victoria
£55,000, South Australia £15,000 and Tasmania
£8,000. The Queensland Government undertook
to provide £25,250 and the Prime Minister is
awaiting information regarding Western Aue-
tralia?

2, (a) What steps are beina taken to imple-
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et eH

winnd tha ey
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vouths in Western Australia; (b) when ean
the Federal Government expect the desired
information of the proposals of this State?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 2,
(a) FPExtensions in the system of technieal
training at the Perth Technical College, Kal-
uoorlie and Wiluna Schools of Mines, and
Muresk  Agricultural College, have been
effeeted, and plans for fnrther extensions
are now being prepared; (b) information
was forwarded to the 1Mon. the Prime Min-
ister on the 20th September.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On notion by Hon. E. H. Angelo, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. G. W. Miles (North) on the ground
of private bhusiness.

BILL—STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE.

Second Reading.
Dehate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [4.35]: This session marks
the seventh oceasion when this Chamber has
been asked to legalise the activities of the
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State Insurance Office. 1 opposed every Bill
that dealt with this subjeet, and [ am op-
posed to this one. We are told that the
measure is one the Chamber can aecept, be-
canse it is more moderate than were any of
its predecessors. This does not aecord with
my views. The oflice is veally a State trad-
ing concern, and always has been one. A
long speech on this matter is not ealled for
from me. The subjeet has been canvassed
so much from year to year that we need nof
traverse the whole ground again.

Sitatements were made in the House yes-
terday that the Minister and his colleagnes
were foreed to establish the State Insurance
Office, because of the objections raised by
the incorporated companies to deing husi-
ness of this nature. The evidence tendered
to the select committee, especially that given
by Mr. Bennett, cffectively disposes of that
argnment. The incorporated companies have
not been given the information the Govern-

ment could have made available to enable

them safely to ¢uote for the visks associated
with miners’ diseases wnder the Act. The
office was established as a State trading con-
cern  on the 14th May, 1926. Every vear
an cffort has heen made fo induce Parlia-
ment to Jogalise it, and Parliament has
always declined to do so. We are informed
that the reserve fund of the office now
amounts (o £500,000, but nothing has been
said about the liabilities that must be set off
against the assets. 1 refer fo the liahilities
represented by delayed claims.  Withont
that information at onr disposal we cannot
say that the business is at all sound. T ean-
not subseribe to the view expressed respeet-
ing the reserve of £300,000, as I consider the
fund must be regarded in the nature of a
pool from which delayed elzims may be met.
Even so, the amount will not, in my opinion,
be sufficient for that purpose, bearing in
mind the statement of the Chief Secretary
some fime ago that probably £1,000,000
wonld be involved In elaims for miners’ dis-
cases. That fizure was angmented in an-
other plage by the Minister for Employment
{Mr. Hawke) when he gave his views re-
garding the total liability that the State
would have to face. I feel positive that the
Government will ultimately have to render
finaneial assistanee to the State Insurance
Offtee to enahle it to meet the full commit-
ments.

Still. T eannot allow that to affeet my at-
titnde towards the principle involved in this

[COUNCIL]

legislation. I believe that if the insurance
eompanies were provided with the informa-
tion they have songht for the past 12 years,
they would be able to fix a safe premimm
and, by undertaking the mining risks, xve-
licve the State of an increasing liability.
That a premium of £4 10s. is too low can
hardly be doubted. In wmy epinion the in-
dustry should be requived to aceept the re-
sponsibility of a premium more in keeping
with the risks involved. If the incorporated
companies were given the information they
seek, the State ¢ould vacate the field of in-
dustrial insurance altogether. In sueh eir-
cumstances, T would agree that the Govern-
ment ¢ould jnstifiably hold the reserve of
£300,000, or whatever the sum might be at
the change-over stage, for the purpoze of
meeting delayed claims.

Hon. L. Craig: Would that money he
handed over to the private eompanies?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANT: No. The
Government eould hold it as a reserve fund
from which to meet claims that could he jus-
tifiably charged against the State Insuranee
Offiecc. I am satisfied that the acomen of
city bnsiness men could overcome the diffi-
culty and relieve the Government of all
anxicty, and that the insuranee work conld
he earried out satisfaetorily to all concerned.
T have always maintained that it is the doty
of the Government to zovern and to leave
private enterprize fo the people. The Gov-
crnment has the rvight to levy taxation to
earry on social serviees and obher operations
of the State, and to individnals should be
left the development of industry and ordin-
arv business activities. T am unnable fo sup-
port the second reading of the Bill, even
thengh it is submitted in a modified form
compnred with similar legislation presented
to Parliament in former years.

On motien hy Fon, A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed trom the previous day.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [4.45]:
T have heen unable to ascertain any real
reason for the amendment proposed in the
Bill, and T shall oppose the sccond veading.
I have heen closely assoeiated with local
government for many ¥Fears, and have notf
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vet heard a single request for any such
amendment of the Aet. Why should a
householder who happens to cater for a few
paying guests during several weeks in the
vear be reguired to register his premnises as
a  boardinghouse? Sueh a requirement
would operate harshly in country distriets.
The position may he somewhat different in
the metropolitan area.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Not in this respeect.

Hon. H. TUCKEY : If two or three loeal
governing authorities desire such an amend-
ment, whieh will affect approximately 150
such bodies throughout the State, the usual
practice should have been followed of hav-
ing the matter discussed at a road board
or municipal conference where it could be
considered in all its phases. I do not re-
gard as proper, the proposal to pass legis-
lation of this deseription in the present cir-
cumstances. To my mind the proposal is not
unlike a elause in a Bill we considered to
amend the Factories and Shops Aect that
would have set up one-man factories. If
the Bill hooamee law chould more than throo
persous lodge in a house, be it private or
otherwise, the premises will constitute a
bhoardinghouse. Surely that is quite un-
necessary.  People in the country centres
and particularly at holiday resorts will he
harassed in consequence. In such places
people on vacation annually are aceommo-
dated for a brief season. If the object of
the amendment is based on health reasons,
then health inspectors already have ample
power to deal with the matter. I am at a
loss to understand the real reason for the
Bill.

Hon. A. Thomson: Did the Road Board
Assoeiation make any request for this legis-
lation®

Hon. H. TUCKEY : T discussed this mat-
ter with the association, which represents
approximately 120 road boards, and ascer-
tained that to date no such request had heen
received, nor was any information available
regarding it. There must be some reason
for the proposal, hut we are certainly not
aware of it. If the suggestion had been dis-
cussed at & conference of loeal governing
authorities, we would know where we stood.
Theve is no urgency about the matter, and
I hope members will reject the Bill,
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HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [4.50]: Since yesterday I
have bheen endeavouring to secure some in-
formation on the statement made by the
Honorary Minister that the local authorities
have been asking for this amendment, and
have discovered that one or two councils
have made such a request. 1 intend to op-
pose the Bill. My information is that at
Jeast six boarders are required to make a
hoarding-house a business proposition; that
is, to pay the rent and comply with the re-
quisite eonditions.  Therefore, if anybody
took only four boarders, the arrangement
would be of a temporary nature. Either
sueh  a boardinghounse-keeper would soon
fail, or the small number of boarders would
he accepted merely temporarily, probably at
holiday resorts. As Mr. Tuckey remarked,
if the question of health is involved, the
local health inspectors have ample power lo
investigate and ensure that hoarding-houses
are conducted in a proper manner. If there
is any reason for the amendment, other than
to narrow the seope and render it more difft-
szlt for individnale ta liva, wo chanld he in-
formed of it. The conditions that the mea-
sure would impose, however, would harass
the small hoardinghounse-keepers unduly.
For these reasons, I shall oppose the Bill

On motion by the Honorary Minister, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—FAIR RENTS.
Second Reading,

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. 8. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [4.52]: This Bill is another
hardy annual. I do not propose to cover
all the ground I traversed on the previous
oceasion. The only State of the Common-
wealth that has fair rents legislation is
Queensland.

The Honorary Minister: What about New
Zealand ?

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: New Zealand
has an Act, due to expire on the 30th of
this month. That may be news to the Hon-
orary Minister. The law there was renewed
in September last for one year. I received
a copy of the New Zealand Act only last
week, and up to, say, three weeks ago, there
was no indication that the measure had becen
continued. Possibly and probably the law
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i= not being re-emacted. Let me point ouf,
however, that the New Zealand Aect differs
entively from the propoesals in this Bill
We were told that this Bill was hrought
forward because of greedy landlords. The
measure, if passed, would have very little
effect in the direction of assisting the fen-
ant, hecause the greedy landlord would con-
tinne to exist. True, he might not seeure
the same vent, but no more people would
get houses. There will he only the same
number of houses available, and the few
selected temants will perhaps have their
rents reduced. 1 understood {rom the re-
marks of Mr. W, R. Hall that one of the
main objects of the Bill is to get wmore
houses on the goldfields,

Hon. G. Fraser: He did not say that,

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: T gathered
from his remarks that that is what is
wanted.

Hon. G. Fraser: Lower rents for those
already existing.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER : T take it, then,
that no more houses are required on the

goldfields.
Hon. G. Fraser: That iz not ecovrect,
either,

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: Then T must
conclude that more hounses are rvequired on
the goldficlds.

Hon. H. Seddon: Undoubtedly.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: My reply is
that the measure will prevent the erection
of more houses on the goldfields. Certainly
it will not encourage the greedy landlord
to provide houses, becanse he will have no
seope. Neither will it encourage thrifty
people to build, becanse they will run the
risk of having the houses left on their hands
in the event of the goldmining industry de-
clining. T think Mr. W. R. Hall showed
clearly that he was not perfeetly satisfied
in his own mind that 6 per ecent. would be
a fair veturn for Jandlords if we expected
them to build additional houses.

Hon. G. Praser: He said definitely that
he would be satisfied with that veturn.

Hon. H. S. W, PARKER: He said ne
would be satisfied if he had the money, or
if he was somecbody else, but not person-
ally. The Bill eertainly will not eneconrage
the erection of houses. “Dwelling-house”
is defired as any premises leased substan-
tially for residence, and the measore will
apply to any dwelling the rvent of which
does not exceed £3 per weck. Apparently

[COUNCIL.]

all the flats in the metropolitan area will
be brought within the scope of the measure.
The New Zealand Aet does not apply to
flats.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Or to shops.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: That is so.
I cannot sce the objeet of the Bill. If the
effect would be to reduce rents and bring
about what is commonly known as fair
rents, T would be solidly in favour of the
measure. But I eannot see how it ean
assist those people whom we are told it is
designed to assist. The only way in which
the less fortunate people of the community
ean be assured of having a roof over their
heads is by instituting a proper housing
scheme, such as I understand is in gperation
in  Queensland. The Ionorary Minister
might he able fo tell us whether there is not
a satisfactory hounsing scheme in Queens-
land, and another in New Zealand. He
might be able to give us details of those

schemes. We have a honsing scheme of o
sort—the workers’ homes scheme—and not
nearly  safficient money iz  set aside
for 'the purpose. Complaints are fre-
quently made of the attitude of the
Government to house huilding on the
goldfields. The Government cannot shirk

its obligations by contending that the
the people cannot get houses becanse they
cannot get fair rents. 1 am advised by
agents throughout the city that very few
landlords do in faet get a clear return of
6 per cent. on their investment, so that the
measure will be of no avail in that respeect.

Hon. G, Fraser: Then you have nothing to
fear by passing it.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: Except that I
do not wish to vote for something that will
bluff people into believing we are assisting
them when we shall merely be damaging
their intevests.

Hon. (. Fraser: ITow do vou know you
will be doing that?

Hon. H. 5. W, PARKER: We should tell
them the truth, the whole trath, and nothing
but the truth. The truth is that if the land-
lords are ham-strung, investors will not
tmild honses except to live in themselves;
they certainly will not build houses for ten-
ants to oceupy. A saying well known before
Fair Rents Bills were ever thought of is
thiat fools build houses for wise men to live
in, That is a very true saying. For the
reason that I do not believe this measure
will have the effect of housing the less for-



[29 SkpTEMBER, 1938.]

funate members of the community, I feel
bound to vote against it. In case the Bill
goes through, I wish to mention a query as
to whether the measure ean have any effect
at all. We know that 90 per eent. of the
residences in the metropolitan area—and to
some extent this applies on the goldfields
as well—are registered as orchards at a
shilling fee. An exemption under the Bill
is the premises of any orchard. The Honor-
ary Minister may not realise that. I do not
wizsh him te have the Bill passed and then
find it of no effect.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [5.3]: I sup-
port the Bill.  in reply to the previous
spieaker, on most of the rented places on
whieh the' shilling orehard registration fee
had to he paid, the zolitary fruit tree was
cut down, and thus the premises ceased to
be orchards.

Hon. H. §. W. Parker:
rot be exempf.

Hon. G. FRASER: I was surprised to
hear onee again this session the arguments
jnvariably used whenever a Bill of this
nature comes before the Flowse, The chief
argument is that the passing of the measure
would mean that nobody would invest
money in the building of houses for let-
ting. That is a fear which hon, members
may dismiss from their minds. Tf they
study the subject at all, they will find that
for the last 15 or 20 years in the metropoli-
tan area the building of houses for venting
- has been a dead letter.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: Then the Bill is
not warranted.

Hon. G. FRASFER: Legislation is not
necessary to stop something that is not
gomg on.

Hon. H. Seddon: What about the build-
ing of flats? Are they not for letting?

Hon. G. FRASER: If the passing of the
Bill stopped the building of flats, I think
the hon. member would be as pleased as I
would be. Of all buildings, apart from
business premises, put up in the meiropoli-
fan area during the last 15 years, hardly
any have been intended for letting, I ask
Mr, Parker and Mr., Dimmitt to examine
those portions of their provinee in which
the greatest progress has heen made during
the last 13 vyears and aseertain how many
houses there have been built to let.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Does not that indieate
that there is not mueh in the business now?

Then they will
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Hon. G. FRASER: The coniention of
some members that the measure will stop
the building of houses for letting is beside
the mark, because the building of houses
for that purpose has ceased.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: What about the
companies that build houses?

Hon, G. FRASER: Those compnnies are
selling the houses to tenants. Many such
houses stand empty for months, until a
buyer appears. The objeet of the Bill is fo
give a fair deal to persons renting houses
which were built o good many vears age.
Cases are known of houses built 30, 40 and
even 90 veurs ago, paid for over and over
again, which are now preoducing higher
rents than they did 15 or 20 years ago.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: That might be by
reason of loeation.

Hon, G. FRASER: Yet we are told that
legislation of this kind is not needed.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Might not the
reason be that the value of the land has
gone up?

Hon. J. M, Macfarlane: There is the fac-
tor of location, too.

Hen. . FRASKER: During the Address.
in-reply debate I requested hon. members to
inguive, hefore this measure came hefore
the Chamber, into the types of houses let
and the rents paid for them. Such inguiries
produce startling results.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Cannot you give us
some particulars?

Hon. G. FRASER: I have given the par-
tienlars here on numerous occasions, At
the same time 1 stated that the chief trouble
was in connection with houses hringing
rentals np to 20s, or 23s. per week, That is
where the extortion goes on. Houses in the
old industrial areas bringing up to 22, 64,
per week lack ordinary conveniences, such
as bathrooms.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: That is because
vou will not hring in a Municipal Corpora-
tions Act.

Hon. ¢t. FRASKER: Often they are with-
out washhouses. The housewife is deprived
of ordinary conveniences. For that type of
house this legislation is needed. Persons
who ean afford to pay higher rentals do not
require legislative protection. The person
the Bill seeks to protect is the person receiv-
ing somewhere ahout the basie wage. He
should have a fair deal. He does not get it
to-day. AMr. Baxter quoted the number of
residences built in the metropolitan area
during a ' certain period as 5,000, bat
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rot  one  of those 5,000 rvesidences,
probably, was built for the purpose of
letting, T was surprised at a remark by
Mr. Craig—though I do not doubt it—about
a railway guard who said he would not
think of buying his own house. I bave been
assoeiated with working people for the last
30 yemrs, and never in all my travels have I
found a working man who did not wish fo
own his own home. Howgver, in many cases
the difficulties are too great. The man on
the basie wage rearing a family cannot pos-
sibly make a deposit which would give him
a reasonable chance to purchase a property.
In other eases the price of a residence is
such as & working man cannot even look at.
The aequisition of a £400 or £500 house
would cost him, if he lived long enough to
aequire it, the hest part of £1,500.

Hon. J, M. Macfarlane: Nonsense!

Hon. G. FRASER: I would like to see
more liberal funds made available for the
operations of the Workers’ Homes Board.
It does bmnild a fair number of homes, but
nothing like the number required. Many
people purchase homes through building
societics. But therc again the fee which
must be put vp in the first place, and the
monthly contributions, are beyond the finan-
cial scope of many workers. That applies
especially to workers on or near the basic
wage.

Hon, A. Themson: Still, many peaple on
the basic wage have homes of their own.

Hon. G. FRASER: They are generally
men ip permanent positions, or positions
practically permanent. The man whom we
should protect is the man who has not a
permanent position and whose income is
small. It is snch men who have to pay ex-
tortionate rents under existing conditions.
The rents charged in the old suburbs are
truly astounding.  Hon. members should
inquire into that phase of the subject.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Do you think let-
ting honses is a profitable business now?

Hon. G. FRASER: I do not know any-
thing about it, never having owned houses
to let. Whether the business is profitable or
otherwise, those who rent houses should be
given a fair deal; and that is all the Bill
aims at. A feature which many members
have overlooked is that the only cases which
will come before the court will be those in
which the tenant is convineed that he is nct
being given a fair deal. If I know anything
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about the average man, his ease will have
io he exceptionally burdensome before he
appeals to a court. The working man does
not like the idea of going to court, and he
avoids deing so if it is at all possible. The
oily pecple who will take action under the
Bill will be those definitely imposed npon.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: They are the ones
who seek the advice of lawyers.

Hon. G. FRASER : If they seck the ad-
vice of lawyers, they will not get much fur-
ther if they have not a bean. The only seri-
ous objection raised against the Bill—that
it will put a stop to the building of houses
for letting—will not stand investigation, as
I have proved. Therefore, I hope that on
this occasion the dripping of the water dur-
ing the years will have worn the stone away,
and that the measure will now pass.

On motion by Hon. H. Tuckey, dehate
debate adjourned.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON, A. THOMSON (South-East)
[5.14]: It is frequently stated in this Cham-
ber, because we oppose various types of
measures, that we oppose indnstrial legisia-
tion, and that we are not in sympathy with
the requirements of the workers. Those who
oppose some classes of industrial legislation
are just as sincere in their desire to protect
the interests of the workers as are those
who introduce it. A Labour Government did
not first introduce industrial legislation. As
far back as 1900, the then Government con-
sidered the introduction of this class of
legislation to be necessary. I will quote
from the remarks of the late Mr. R. W.
Pennefather, the then Attorney General,
who introduced the first Industrial Arbitra-
tion Bill. He said—

It is undoubtedly aceepted as an axiom now-
adavs that the industrial prosperity of every
civilised eountry depends on the harmonions
relations existing bhetween labour and capital.
Therefore, the statement can be made that
other than Labour supporters view with con-
cern a measure such as is now before the
House. No doubt people outside will say
that some members of this Honse always op-
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pose industrial legislation. Members of this
Chamber gave long and anxious considera-
tion to the industrial arbifration measure
that was introduced by the late Mr. Me-
Callum. It redounds to the credit of those
hon. gentlemen who represented this Cham-
ber and another House on that ocecasion
that they sat for 19 hours considering var-
ious amendments of that measure. As a re-
sult of their deliberations, Mr. MeCallumn
stated that we had a measure which, in his
opinion, was one of the best arbitration laws
on any statute-book.

In 1900, in my youthful enthusiasm, I
well remember a discussion that took place
hetween myself and my workmen. I then
had a contract at Fremantle. We were sit-
ting down to lunch and I was extolling the
wonderful benefits that were fo be derived
from the introduction of the arbitration Bill
then before Parliament. I was taught a
useful lesson by one of my employees, an
old man. He said to me, “Well, boss, you
seem to be enthusiastic about this matter.
0Of course, if the measure passes and you
have to pay us ld4s. per day, you will pay
it.” I said, “Certainly I will.”” He then
said, “If it goes the other way and reduces
" our wages, you could not make me work
for you” He demonstrated that the pro-
posed legislation even at that time was one-

sided. I then said, “We can make you
work.” He said, “Suppose you could make
me work. Suppose you had the right to

come to my home and place me on the job,
how long do you think you would keep me
there? I would make so many blunders that
you would be anly too pleased to get rid of
me.”

Arbitration legislation, as it now exists,
is alse one-sided. When discussing a simi-
lar measure last year, I suggested a means
of preventing stop-work meetings. We
should be in a position to impose penalties
upon those who break the law. In the pre-
sent Bill provision is actnally made to im-
prison employers if they are not in a posi-
tion to pay wages when ordered to do so by
the court. Yel only recently we have had
measures before the House from which we
have been deleting similar provisions. I
would stress this point: Under the present
Act power is given to impose penalties npon
emplovees who decide o take a holiday, or
go into conference. They do not go on
strike, Mr. President. So we find that in-
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dustry is dislocated, the employers suffer
considerable loss and no redress at all is
given to them. Last year I mentioned that
about £80,000 or £90,000 had been collected
by way of fees by various trade unions in
Western Australia, If my suggestion were
adopted generally, I venture to say the pre-
sent strike in the Eastern States would not
have oceurred. That industrial trouble has
not been brought so prominently under the
notice of the people of Australia because it
is overshadowed by the disturbed state of
affairs in Europe. If a percentage of the fees
colleeted by the unions were placed in a trust
aceount, either with the Government, or
preferably with the Arbitration Court, we
would not be faced with so many of these
pin-prieking stop-work ineetings; because
immediately a stop-work meeting took place,
snch funds would he available for the pay-
ment of any fine that might be inflieted
upon the union.

I have been associated with working men
for over 50 years and T know scores of them
who, in their inmost hearts, have no desire
to stop work. Has anything more absurd
bappened than the recent troubie in the
building trade in Perth, when the men, bav-
ing asked for certain conditions, stopped
work becanse they were not granted, and so
lost a considerable sum of money? The un-
fortunate part is bdhat the men do lose
money. I speak from experience and I
know it takes the working man a long time
to make up money lost in that way, if ever
he makes it up. In the Eastern States, the
coal miners are hoasting that they have a
huge fund and so are able to defy the law.
If that fund were liable to forfeiture by
reason of the strike, which is preventing
other people from carrying on their ordin-
ary voeafions, I think the union officials
would have hesitated before taking such an
extreme step.

We know the unfortunate attitude adopted
by the Government in the goldfields strike.
We also know what took place recently in
the eoal mining industry. To me it seems
strange that while the eoal mining industry
of this State has an ¢pportunity of securing
another customer, the Midland Railway Co.,
the union secretary is giving a definite as-
surance that no coal will be supplied to the
Midland Railway Co. I would have thought
that it was an exeellent opportunity of de-
monstrating to the management of the com-
pany that its trains could be run with tha
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local product. I was amazed to hear the
company was importing coal from the East-
ern States. I am opposed to many of the
Provisions of the Bill. No doubt I shall be
acensed of opposing the interests of the in-
dustrial section. May I say, however, that
a large section of our workers is compelled
fo eontribute to the funds of a huge indus-
trial union in Western Australia® 1t re-
mained for the Government, and a Labour
Government at that, to declare this policy.
‘We had the spectacle of men foreed to leave
their homes, work on the roads and live in
tents, leaving their wives at home. Some
of the wives—and I take my hat oft to them
—accompanied their husbands to the road
construction eamps and shared with them
the rough living conditions. This type of
woman has made Western Australia what it
is, and made the British Empire, too.

Hon. L. Craig: They put up with a lot of
discomfort.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Many of those men
had followed other calliings. Unfortunately,
owing fo the depression, they had to take up
what is ealled pick-and-shovel work. God
knows, some of them must have suffered!
Yet, before they were permitted to earn a
living for themselves and their families, the
Government said “You must be a member
of a union, and you must contribute to the
funds of that union.” In my opinion, that
is conscription in its worst form. T regret
the Government was able to foree its will
upon s¢ many defenceless men. I know
many of them did not desire to contribute to
the funds of the A.W.JI. Some of them
asked my opinion. I replied, “Unfortun-
ately, the Government has the power. That
is the only condition on which the Govern-
ment will permit you to work, and T regret
I must advise you to obey.”

Hon. G. Traser: They expeeted the wages
and conditions that that organisation had
obtained for the workers.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I appreciate the
excellent work done by the unions. We rea-
lise all they have done to improve the con-
ditions of the workers, but they have zone
to the other extreme. The extra hurdens
imposed on some industries by their demands
can he passed on; but the point is that,
when the eost of production is inereased in
every direction, inevitably the cost of living
roes up.  The hon. member who has just in-
terjected also pointed out that werkers are
not able to get cheap rents, and that the
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man on the basie wage is unable to secure a
house the rent of which compares favour-
ably with the wages he receives, We realise
the fact that much of the inereased cost of
buildings has been oceasioned by the awards
of the court. Those awards, of course, have
been based on strietly actuarial caleulations.
The cost of living has been shown to have
inereased, as a eonsequence of which it has
been found neecssary to provide inereased
wages for the men. Thirty years ago T was
able to bunild a threc-roomed briek house in
Katanning for about £225. T could not do
that to-day. DMembers may ask, “Why?”
The reason is that the cost of materials has
increased so greatly. Timber and bricks are
dearer, largely on account of the additional
wages that have to be paid. I do not sug-
gest that men are not ontitled to decent
wages.

The Chief Seerctary: Then what are yon
growling about?

Hon. G B, Wood: Did not the men lay
more bricks in those days?

Hon. A. THOMSON: I am growling
about the aftitude of the Government in
over-riding the Arbitration Court, which
was established to provide a means of set-
tling disputes. In two definite instanees the
Government over-rode the court. Conse-
gquently I eannot view sympathetically a
measure that proposes to give powers that
I would hesitate to give.

Let us consider Clause 4, which proposes
to class any steward, agent, bailiff, foreman
or manager as an employer. Such a defini-
tion does not meet with my approval. Again,
the Bill proposes to amend the definition of
‘worker” by eliminating certain words, as a
result of which any person may be re-
garded as a worker, although he may bhe
doing voluntary work. The general tight-
ening up proposed by this Bill is too one-
sided. The Bill, if it became law, would
render more diffieult the earrying on of busi-
ness in any shape or form. T am informed
that some large businesses have to appoint
a special man carefully to serutinise the
awards under which employees are working.
Sometimes as many as 16 or 18 awards are
involved.

Consider also the proposal relating to

imprisonment  of offenders. I do nof
notice anv desperate altempt on the
part of the Government to imprison

workers or to impose severe penalties for
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breaches by employees. I agree with Mr.
Bolton that much of the industrial dissatis-
faction that has existed has heen due to the
difficulty of approaching the court. I fail
to understand the necessity for Mr. Presi-
dent Dwyer’s having two associates on the
Beneh. one to represent the employers and
the other the employees. As pointed out
by JMr. Belton, such a provision was needed
when the Avbitration Aet became law, We
were then embarking on new methods of
industrial  legislation, but times have
changed. I agree that the President of the
Court is a man of considerahle experience,
and the money that is being spent on pro-
viding him with two associates would be bet-
ter expended in providing another judge.
For years I have advocated the appoint-
ment of wages hoards. I hold the view that
if we ean get men divectly interested in n
particular industry around a table, they
will arrive at an agreement much more
fquickly and on a much more satisfactory
basis than is possible under the present
system.

I congratulate Mr. Parker upon his very
clear and concise dissection of the Bill. He
demonstrated that many of the suggested
amendments to the Aect are not in the inter-
ests of the State as o whole. Though I shall
be aecused of voting against an industrial
measure, I intend to oppose the Bill. I be-
lieve there are large numbers of men who
have an equal right to be heard, but under
present conditions they have no opportun-
ity of being heavd. I have already pointed
out that this industrial legislation was intro-
dneed in 1900 by men who allegedly were
opposed to the workers industrially, but I
am convineed that the Act is eapable of pro-
viding a great deal of satisfaction. Had
the Government shown any disposition fo
balance the seales of justice equally and to
introduce penal clanses applicable to both
sides, I wounld have been more sympathetic
to the measure.

The Chief Seeretary: Who has no oppor-
tunity of being heard?

Hon. A. THOMSON: I thought I ex-
plained that. T said that sections of men
were compelled by the ukase of this Govern-
ment o contribute to the funds and become
members of the A W.T.

The Honorary Minister: That is worn
out.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: Perhaps so, hut it
is perfeetly true. T was asked who ecould
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not be heard, and T am answering the ques-
tiom.  Then I have an interjection to the
effect that what T am saying is worn out

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
should address the Chair.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN : This sort of thing
has been going on vear after year. Cer-
tain unions have taken strong exeeption to
the pressure brought te hear upen their
members whe have had to take positions as
road workers, and then have had to join
the AAV.T. Tn the eyes of the Govern-
ment T may he opposing an industrial
measure, hut T intend to vote against the
Bill beeause I do not consider it to be in
the hest interests of the State.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, debate
adjourned.

RESOLUTION—YAMPI SOUND IRON
ORE DEPOSITS.

Commomeealtl, Embargo

Debate resumied from the previous day on
motion by the Clief Secretary to concur in
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That this Parliament of Western Australia
emphatieally protests against the embargo
placed by the Commonwealth Government on
the export of iron ore from Australia, in view
of its disastrous effects upon the development
of the State. We consider that the informa-
tion available does not warrant such drasfic
action, and we urge the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to recmove the embargo.

to which Hon. A. Thomson (South-East)
had moved an amendment as follows:—

That the following werds be added to the
motion for concurrence:— ¢ Provided the rese-
lution be amended by striking eut all the words
after ‘ Western Australia’ and inserting in lien
the following words:—considers the embargo
imposed by the Federal Government on the
cxport of irom ore—which has been done in
the interests of the whole of Australin—means
a serious loss to the State of Western Aus-
tralia in particnlar, and it is considered there-
fore that a substantial grant should be made
by the Federal Government to compensate this
State for the disastrous effeet this embargo has
eaused in the loss of employment for its work-
ers and the retarding of devclopment in the
Yampi area; such grant to be earmarked for
the development of the northern portion of the
State.? 7?

t

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—Waest} [5.39]: T intend to sup-
port the resolution and am surprised at
the attitnde adopted by several speakers.
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Had 2 Federal Labour Government been
in power and had the embargo on the ex-
port of iron ore from Yampi Sound been
imposed by that Government, a chorus of
digapproval would have been raised by mem-
bers who have spoken against the resolution
and one wuch more strongly worded would
have been carried by this Chamber.

Hon. L. Craig: It would not have been
tntroduced.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The atti-
tude of the majority of speakers against the
resolution is dietated solely by political ex-
pedieney,

Several members interjeeted.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The at-
tack hy Mr. Holmes on the originators of
the scheme to develop Yampi, and his eaus-
tie criticism of the London financiers, boils
down to an epic exposure of the evils of
capitalism. Our present system of produe-
tion is percolated— )

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Are you sure yon are
using the right word?

The HONORARY MINISTER: —with
financial schemes of questionable character
$0 ably denounced by Mr. Holmes. Quite
unwittingly Mr, Holmes attacked one of the
roof causes of international strife and dis-
cord. In disenssing this question, members
shonld be very careful lest they fan the
flames of international hatred and render
more diffienlt the task imposed upon the
British Prime Minister and the leaders of
all peace-loving nations who are desperately
trying to maintain peace with honour to all
parties in the present world crisis.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Who wrote that?

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT : Order!

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am
giving a sincere opinion.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: But whose opinion?

The PRESIDENT : Order! 1 hope mem-
bers will allow the Minister to proceed with
his speech.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1
strongly disapprove of the somewhat
guarded eriticism of the Japanese nafion
and its alleged husiness methods. Whatever
may be their methods, the Japanese have
been tanght mainly by British and German
capitalists. They have risen rapidly to the
position of a big world power under the
futorship of English and German naval and
military experts. They have learnt big
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business under specialised teaching in Eng-
lish and German universities, Forty-three
years ago the mercantile marine of Great
Britain took a personal pride in the Japan-
esg Navy. In those days it was difficuli to
distinguish the difference between a British
man-of-war and a Japanese man-of-war
unless one had binoculars or was close
enough to see the flag. The development of
the Japanese Navy in the early stages was
fostered under the guidance of Great Bri-
tain and Germany.

Hon. E, H. Angelo: That is one of the
grave mistakes that Great Britain com-
mitted.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member agrees that that was done.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Unfortunately it was
done.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Nothing
the Japanese have done in their process of
fendal capitalistic production could possibly
be worse than what was done 50 or 60 years
ago when the factory system was developing
in England and Germany. I quote those
two countries because—

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What has this to do
with Yampi Sound?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Every-
thing. The hon. member himself introdueed
the question of Japan’s attitude and eriti-
cised that country for its stand in the pre.
sent crisis. A elassic example of the in-
fluence of the British is the development of
the flour milling industry in Japan, Whky
does that conntry possess the largest and
most modern flour mills in the world? Is it
not mainly because of the unserupulous
thieving exploitation indulged in by export-
ers of flour in which Australia 40 years ago
took a leading part A common practice
of the British mercantile marine was to dis-
pose of Australian flour before the ships
began their return voyage, because it was
impossible the make decent bread with the
Australian flour exported at that time. Fx-
treme care had to be exercised in husband.
ing the supplies of flour gathered from the
home ports of the 01d Country for the round
trip that sometimes lasted for four months,
in order that the officers and erews might
have decent bread which it was almost im-
possible to make with Australian flour.

The PRESIDENT: I would like the hon.
member to connect up his remarks with the
motion,



(29 SeprEMBER, 1938.]

The HONORARY MINISTER: You
have allowed other speakers to fake a wide
view of the subject.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Are you speaking to
the motion or the amendment?

The PRESIDENT: The amendment does
allow a fairly wide range to be taken. At
the same time, I would like the hon. member
to connect up his remarks with the amend-
ment,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Both the
motion and the amendment involve the ques-
tion of the selling of the ore to Japan. The
export of flour from Australia, ineluding
Western Australia, was ruined because of
the rubbish exported during that period to
the Malay States, China, Dutch East Indies,
and Japan, which literally compelled the
Japanese to mill their own flonr from im-
ported wheat, Japan now has the most
modern mills in the world. Let us not for-
et the had exawmple we set to those people
in the bad old days of unrestricted and un-
supervised industrv. The emancipation of
the Japanese working class is steadily
taking place under intense diffienltias, hnt
nothing Japanese ecapitalism can do ean
possibly be worse than the physical de-
terioration that took place in the working
classes of England through merciless sweat-
ing, low wages, long hours of labowmr, and
adulterated food. This was a prominent
Feature of the development of the eanitalist
system in England and Germany. We can
safely leave the Japanese to emancipate
themselves, and this will reeeive the sym-
pathetic consideration and sympathy of
organised labour right throughout the
world.

Now I shall again conneect my remarks
with the subject wmatter of the motion.
Under the terms of the agrecment, the
development of Yampi Sound by exporta-
tion of iron ore to Japan wounld be sus-
pended in times of national emergency.
Whether or not iron deposits arc limited,
only investigation will prove. In any event
the Commonwealth Government has hope-
lessly bungled matters by not intervening
earlicr. In my opinion, the embargo is an
affront te a nation which yesterday was an
honoured ally, and which rendered signal
serviee to Australia during the Great War.
Tt is to our mutual advantage te foster
goodwill, and keep open and expand trade
hetween the two countries. As far as my
investigation goes, and relying also on

142}
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statements made in this House, the Yampi
Sound proposal was hawked around for
years and no one wanted it. Acting on the
assumption that ample supplies are avail-
able for export—I stress this—Western
Australia makes, under this agreement, a
distinet contribution to world peace. I say
that in all sincerity.

The festering sore that always threatens
international disruption is the lack of recogs
nition of one of the basie principles of in-
ternational justice, that it is the duty of any
nation possessing ample reserves of any raw
material to make available to other coun-
tries that may be shorf of the commodity,
sapplics on a fair basis to both contracting
parties. Countries may be legal owners of
raw maferials within their boundaries—that
is not disputed-—but when a surplus exists
beyond their own requirements, they are
really trustees for all countries that may
urgently need those commodities,

Hon. H. 8. W, Parker: What about sugar
from Java?

The HONORARY MINISTER : We
ETOW OUr uwi sugul.  Australia desiTes to
foster trade with Japan. We want her to
take an increasing quantity of our wool,
wheat, and timber, Japan vitally wants
iron ore in large quantities for the legiti-
mate requirements of her home industries.
There is no fundamental difference between
the selling of wool, wheat and timber and
the selling of iron ore to Japan. Any state-
ment to the contrary is mere bunkum. Why
did not the Commonwealth Government
move earlier in the matter of this embargo?
There may be a perfectly clear explanation
why that was not done. A convietion is
growing amongst 2 large section of the eom-
munity that the Broken Hill Proprietary
Co. is exercising too great an influence or a
sinister influence in the financial life of the
Commonwealth. I am not ecasting any re-
flection upon the Commonwealth or Cabinet
Ministers. 1 have the highest regard for
the integrity of every member of the Fed-
eral Government. The Brokean Hill Pro-
prietary Co. is the biggest monopoly in Aus-
tralia. Iis ramifications extend to all kinds
of activities in the business sphere.

Hon. W. J. Mann: And it has been one of
the biggest and best employers of lahour for
many vears,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The com-
pany’s record is an unenviable one. Its tre-
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mendous business edifice was built by merei-
less treatment of its employees.

Members: Nonsense!

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 am
speaking from personal knowledge that mem-
bers do not possess. The company’s early
history in Broken Hill is a story of relent-
less oppression of leaders of labour. It has
made enormons profits from its mining ven-
ture, and at the same time has exploited its
employees and shown a total lack of regard
for the well-being of the men witheut whose
services suceess would have heen impossible.
The cemeterics at Broken Hill and in other
parts of Anstralia are a silent rebuke to this
company, beeause bundreds of the finest
men that Australia has ever produced were
cut off in the prime of early manhood, while
thousands of others were forced from the
mines, breken in mind and hody.

Hon. W. J. Mann: What you are saying
iz not correct.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is cor-
rect,

The PRESIDENT: Order! Members
must allow the Honorary Minister to pro-
ceed without interruption.

The HONORARY MINISTER: When
important business is being disenssed, mem-
bers should devote some time to studying the
past records of the big business concerns of
the Commonwenlth.

Hon. W. J. Mann: What have they to do
with Yampi Sound?

The HONORARY MINTSTER: There is
a growing feeling that the Broken Hill Pro-
prictary Co., has too mueh say in the affairs
of the Commonwealth.

Hon. J. Nicholson: To make a statement
like that is not right.

The HOXORARY MINISTER: I have
not said anything that is not true. To-day
that company iz a giant monopoly vitally in-
terestad in the iren and steel industry.

Hon: H. 8. W, Parker: Will you break
up the industry hy seiling ore to Japan?

The HONORARY MINISTER: If the
embargo must stand, the eompany should be
forced to take a substantial tonnage of its
own requirements from this State. Notwith-
standing the present eritieal condition of in-
ternational affairs, the resolution of protest
now hefore us should be endorsed by the
Chamber. The international situation should
not blind us to the duty of ensuring that
justice is done to the State. Mr. Holmes
has adopted a perfectly sineere and honest
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course, according to his convictions, but as
far as we know there is an ample supply of
iron ore available, and therefore it is a fair
thing to ask every member to subseribe to
the motion.

On motion by Hon. G. Fraser, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—-LIGHTS (NAVIGATION
PROTECTION).
Second Reading,

Order of the Day read for the respmption
from the 21st September of the debate on
the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seecond time.

In Commitice.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted

BILL—ALSATIAN DOG ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [6.0] in mav-
ing the sceond reading said: This small Bill
seecks to amend the Alsatian Dog Aet of
1029,

Hon. G. Frazer: It iz a small Bill with a
long tail.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes.
the Aet reads—

No person shall after the expiry of three
months from the passing of this Aet be the
owner of, or keep or have in his possession, or
under his eontrol, any dog of the Alsatian
wolfhound species, if sueh dog is of or over

three months of age and has not been effec-
tively steriliged.

Section 2 of

This seeks to make illegal the keeping of an
Alsatian dog over the age of three months
if it is not effeetively sterilised. The Bill
iz designed to secure the deletion of the
words “is of or over threc months of age
and,” in lines 4 and 5 of Section 2 of the
Act, TIf the Bill be passed, to keep an un-
sterilised Alsatian dog in Woestern Australia
will be illegal. At present it is illegal for
anyone to breed an Alsatian dog in this
State. Very few of such dogs are bred here,
and very few of those that are here are un-
sterilised On the other hand, in South Aus-
tralia, where there seem to be no restrie-
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tions, considerable numbers of these dogs
are hred. The amendment seeks to prevent
dogs being brought from South Australia
that are under the age of three months and
are unsterilised. Many dogs that are hred in
South Auwstralia and brought to this State
eventually get away to the country dis-
tricts. Unfortunately, they are not sterilised.
They arc forgotten and get out into the bush.
This has happened not only in the country
districts but on the goldfields. The Bill
seeks to obviate that menace, and will pre-
vent the imporiation of any dog into West-
ern Australia until it has been sterilised and
until it has reached the age of three months.

Veterinary surgeons say it is impossible
to he sure whether a dog ean be sterilised
until it has reached the ame of three months.
The owner of every Alsatian dog in Western
Australia, no matter what its age may be,
must have a veferinarv surgeon’s certificate
to show that it has been effectively steri-
lised. Numerous instanees have oeeurred in
the aerieultural distriets of depredations hy
Alsatian wolfhounds and their crosses when
these animals have got away from their
unwnets, L0 e Ralannie Gisirici an Alsailan
dog ran awayv some time in 1929 and took
up with dingoes. Subsequently a dingo was
found with a litter of half-bred Alsatian-
dingo pups. In another instance a dog that
hecame known as Two-toes came into the
Wonean Hills district, He was a half-hred
dinwo-Alsatian.  This animal did damage
on several farms to the extent of
£1.000. One farmer alone lost £300 worth
of sheep. The unfortunate people eoncerned
suifered many sleepless nights thinking
about what might he happening in their
paddocks whilst this animal was at large.
They were so perturbed over a period of
two vears that they obtained a speeial trap-
per from the central vermin hoard to oo
after the dog. After two or three werks
the trapper suceeeded in catehing the heast.
When the Minister for Agricultnre in an-
othe place spoke in sunvart af the Bill, he
said he had bren assured by an officer of the
vermin board that the dog in question was a
half-bred Alsatian-dingo. The farmers were
so pleased with the success of the trapper
that they contributed a considerable sum of
money to compensate him for his services.

T will give onc other instance eoncerning a
doz T know of, to show that other than
Alsatian-dinge crosses are likely to beecome
dangerons. A friend seecured a half-bred
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Kelpie-Alsatian dog. Ovdinarily the Kelpie
15 4 tame and timid animal and is pot a
natural killer. When the dog had grown up
and was nine months old, e was allowed to
run amongst the sheep. The first time this
happened be accounted for six sheep. Ap-
parently no matter what the cross is the
Alsation cross is naturally o killer. I have
here onc or two exhibits that members
tnight like to see. The first is the sealp and
the hide of Two-toes from the head to the
tail. This shows the enormons size to which
the Alsatian cross grows. _It have already
indicated the extent of the damage done by
that dog.

Hon, L. Craig: It was twiee the size of
the ordinary dingo.

Ten. G. B. WOOD: Yes. Foxes do a con-
siderable amount of damage, but they are
only akout a quarter the size of a dog like
Two-toes.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Cannot the dogs be
kept out of the country altogether?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: T would be quite
agreeable to that, but would not like to be
too drastic. Many people like these dogs,
for when kept under control they make ex-
cellent pets.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: They are a menace.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I heard of one dog in
the Old Country that attacked its manster.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I wish to read a few
extraets to show what happens in the Fast-
ern  States, where the authorities are far
more drastic than we propose to be here.
These are extracts from the “West Austra-
lian”—

Sydney, 9/6/36.—The Carrathool Shire Coun-
eil, following killings by Alsatian dogs, de-
cided that sterilisation was insufficient, and
earricd a resolution that all Alsatians or Alsa-
tian cross-hred dogs be declared noxious. It
was deeided to notify the police that all sueh
dogs in the distriet would be destroyed on
sight.

Queensland, 1/6/34,—At a conference of re-
presentatives of the Cloncurry. Mackinlay,
Boulin, and Barkley Tableland Shires, it was
decided that every Alsatian dog in the shires
represented must be sterilised or destreyed, and
that future importations of such breed of either
sex into the shires be prohibited.

Prom the “Pastoralists’ Review” I take the
following :—

Vietoria.—During last year 1,582 Alsatian
dogs have been destroyed at the Animal Hospi-
tal and the Dogs’ Homes, North Mclbourne,
where the average destruction rate lias heen
fortr a dav. Officinls expeet the rate to he
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consgiderably increased by the end of the month,
when the annual tax of £2 15s. will become due.
Many dogs have been disposed of by the Anij.
mal Welfare League and by private veterinary
surgeons in addition to the foregoing.

Queensland ~—The Emerald Shire Council last
month decided to impose a registration fee
of £3 5&. on Alsatian dogs. Any dog mnot regis-
tered is to be destroyed and the owner prosc-
cuted.

We are not asking for anything more drastie
than is found in the other States, with the
exeeption of South Amstralia. If the same
precantions were taken in South Australia,
we would have no need to worry. No great
hardship is entailed by this Bill, which
means that lovers of Alsatians will have to
leave them until they reach the age of three
months before they bring them into Western
Australia. That is the only extra hardship
we are imposing upon people. It ig vitally
necessary for sheep owners that a measure
of this kind should be passed. Mr. Holmes
suggested that we should exclude these dogs
altogether. T would like to see that done,
but think it might be a little too drastic. I
trust I have said enough to convince mem-
bers of the desirability of passing the mea-
sure. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS,
Institute for Collie.

Mr. WILSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What is the position in regard
to the proposed construction of a railway
institate at Collic? 2, Can he state the
probable date when the building of the in-
stitute will he procceded with?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, The matter is being considered in
connection with the loan proposals for the
curvent year. 2, No.

QUESTION—NORTH-WEST CATTLE.
Transport to Goldfields: Precautions.

My. BOYLE asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: 1, Is he .aware that North-West
eattle, consigned to the goldfields and being:
sent through Merredin on the hoof by train,
are detrained &t Merredin into stock yards
used by other stock, and watered there, be-
fore resuming the journey to the goldfields?
2, In view of the public danger resultant
from this practice, will he order that these
cattle be slaughtered at port of entry and
conveyed to their ultimate destination on
hooks?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied : 1, Cattle are allowed to be unloaded
only under special ecircumstances, such
as when they are sick or get down. Loading
is then permitted under the supervision of
a health inspector or police officer at any
station where facilities are available. 2,
Under the conditions set out, the Chief In-
gpector of Stock advises there is no risk of
infection spreading locally.



